[Development and trial of a new system of active search for the intensive suppression of smallpox outbreaks in India].
In carrying out emergency smallpox control campaign in Uttar Pradesh State of India in the spring of 1973 the authors developed and first tried in a large-scale field work a new system of smallpox control consisting in repeated weekly search of cases in the entire territory of the affected district followed by intensive suppression of the discovered foci of the disease by vaccination. This new strategy for smallpox eradication was officially adopted since October, 1973, in the smallpox eradication programme in India. The new system was widely used for smallpox control in the last smallpox-endemic countries of the Hindustan peninsula which significantly speeded up smallpox eradication.